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harsh to her, and never spared her either penances or bitter speeches. His condition established between them the equality of a common sex; and yet, his wishes towards the maiden would have been rather to have the power of possessing her, than to find her so fair and, above all, so pure. Often he clearly saw that she tried in vain to follow his thoughts. Then he turned away more sadly, and felt himself more forsaken, more lonely, and more useless.
Strange words frequently escaped his lips, and passed before Salammbd as broad flames illuminating abysses.
It was night, on her terrace, when alone these two observed the stars, and Carthage spread itself below their feet, whilst the ^ulf and open sea were vaguely obscured in the colour of the darkness.
He revealed to her the theory of souls which descended on the earth, following the same track as the sun by the signs of the zodiac. With extended arm he pointed out in Aries the entrance of the human generation; in Capricorn the entrance for the return towards the Gods; and Salammbo strove to perceive them, for she took these conceptions for realities, accepting an actualities pure symbols, and even figures of speech, a distinction which was no longer clearly defined for the priest.
"The   souls   of the dead,"   he   said,   "resolve themselves in the moon as do the corpses in the earth. Their tears compose her humidity ; it is a dark abode full of mire, wrecks, and tempests." She asked what would become of her. " At first you will languish, light as a vapour that